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© Barack Obama was born into a mixed race family. His mother was a
white American woman, and his father was an exchange student from
Kenya in Africa. They met when they were in college, and got married.
Two years after Obama's birth, they divorced, and Obama's father
returned to Kenya. Obama's mother then married again, this time to a
man from Indonesia. After some time, the family moved to Indonesia
where Obama spent his early childhood. At the age of 10, he returned to

Hawaii where he was brought up by his grandparents.

® When he graduated from high school, he went to Columbia University
in New York, where he studied political science and international relations.
After he graduated, he went to Chicago where he worked as a community
officer in the poor neighbourhoods of the city, helping disadvantaged'
people to get jobs, education and housing. After three years of this, he
went to Harvard Law School. He wanted to become a lawyer so that he
could help more people. At Harvard, he was elected the first African
American president of the Harvard Law Review, a very famous journal.’

This made him famous all over America.

© After graduating from Harvard Law School, he returned to Chicago,
where, for many years, he was actively involved in local politics helping
the poor in Chicago, especially among the African American community.
During this time, he met his wife Michelle, who was also working in local
politics and civil rights. He was elected to the lllinois Senate’ as a member
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of the Democratic Party* in 1996, and he focused on civil rights, health
care and education issues. During his days as a state legislator, he
worked with Republican Party® legislators on bipartisan® issues such as

voting reform, civil rights and the death penalty.’

O In 2004 Obama was elected to the US Senate, as a senator® for lllinois
State. He won the largest number of votes in the state's history, and
became the rising star of the Democratic Party. As senator he focused on
issues such as voting reform, weapons control and government

transparency.’

© In 2008, Barack Obama decided to run for president as the Democratic
Party candidate. First he had to win the nomination™ for president from
the Democratic Party. This was difficult and took a long time because the
other popular candidate was Hillary Clinton, wife of former President Bill
Clinton. The campaign'' was long and hard, but Obama beat Clinton to
get the nomination. Then Obama had to beat the Republican Party
candidate, John McCain.

0 Barack Obama's campaign was the first campaign to use the internet
to raise money and get support. His message was a message of hope
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and a new beginning for the nation and the world. He beat John McCain
and was sworn in' as the 44" President of the United States. He made
Hillary Clinton, his former rival, his Secretary of State. In 2009 he was
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for his work on nuclear arms reduction.
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