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Originated in the late Renaissance era, opera is an entirely musical drama
consisting of vocal pieces with the instrumental accompaniment and
sometimes dance. This musical drama gained popularity during the Baroque
period, when Handel was widely recognized for his oratorios such as
Messiah. During the Classical period, the prolific German composer, Gluck
created one of the most famous operas, Orfeo ed Euridice in the opera
seria style, and the prolific Austrian genius, Mozart, created as many as
20 operas. The 18th to mid-19th century was the age of the bel canto
opera exemplified by the works of Rossini and Bellini, which showcased a
singer’s vocal range, power and flexibility. This type of opera was followed
by a grand opera by Verdi and Wagner in the mid- to late-19th century,
and later by verismo (“realism”) operas by Mascagni and Puccini in
the late 19th to early 20th century.
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